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Monday, July 9, 1990

Volume 15, Number 1

Grand Valley State University

GVSU Increases Budget, Tuition for 1990-91 Academic Year
Determined to keep tuition costs low to
ensure the accessibility of higher education
for all in west Michigan, the GVSU Board
of Control last week announced a tuition
increase of only 6 percent for the 1990-91
academic year.
Despite an 89-percent increase in the fulltime student population since 1982, increasing
operational costs and a shortage of classroom
and office facilities, GVSU has raised its
tuition less than any university but one in the
past 10 years.
While citing the desire to keep tuition low,
· Board of Control Chairman Maxine Swanson
said that "we also have to be aware of the
need for additional faculty and staff to
maintain our academic quality as we serve
more students."
The 6-percent tuition increase will be
applied to undergraduate tuition; the graduate
rate increase, computed by credit hour, will
be 5.4 percent. Full-time undergraduate
students who are state residents will pay an
additional $58 per semester ($116 per year),
a total of $2,042 per year. Out-of-state
residents pay a rate double that charged to instate residents.
Ken Fridsma, director of financial aid, said
GVSU's financial aid will increase by
approximately 8 percent for the 1990-91 fiscal
year. "GVSU awarded more than $13 million
in financial aid during the 1989-90 academic
year," Fridsma said. "Approximately 70
percent of full-time undergraduate students
enrolled received some kind of financial
assistance. By increasing the amount of
financial aid available to qualified students,
we'll make it possible for even more students
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to obtain funding for their college educations."
Financial aid is awarded through grants,
scholarships and loans and through employment at the university .
"Grand Valley remains the fastest growing
university in Michigan," said GVSU President

Arend D. Lubbers. "Yet, we are trying to
keep our tuition increase at a level that
approximates the inflation rate at the higher
education index. I am proud of the efficient
way in which the university uses tax dollars.
We routinely do more with less."

1990-91 State Budget
Approved by House, Senate
The House and Senate last week approved
the state budget for the 1990-91 fiscal year,
awarding higher education an overall increase
of 5.5 percent. The measure awaits the
governor's signature.
Increases to the 15 state university
campuses varied from a low of 4.9 percent
to a high of7.9 percent. Grand Valley State
received an increase of 7.5 percent, the
second highest; the above-average award was
due primarily to the inclusion of funds for
increased enrollment.
The $27.9-million state appropriation to
GVSU represents more than half of the
university's budget for fiscal year 1990-91,
which was increased last week by $4.2 million
to $48.8 million by the Board of Control.
"This was an excellent appropriation for
us," said Matthew McLogan, vice president
for University Relations. "We are grateful
that the Legislature recognized the growth in
our institution.
"However, this good news is tempered with
the knowledge that state revenues may not be
sufficient to fund all the budgets that the
Legislature approved. It is possible that a
mid-year cut will occur, perhaps by
Christmas," McLogan said .
A cut in state funding in the current fiscal
year did in fact take place, even though it was
widely reported that education was spared
during the budget reordering that occurred in
mid-June. While the general fund appropriation was not altered, nearly all of the special
maintenance money for state universities was
cut from the FY '90 budget. Grand Valley
typically receives nearly $500,000 in this
category; $475,000 of that award has been
eliminated.

"Unfortunately, word of the cut arrived
long after the state approved projects to be
paid from the maintenance fund , and work
is already underway," said Terry Sack,
assistant vice president for Campus Operations
and Planning. "Consequently , GVSU will
have to pay for that work even though we
won't be reimbursed by the state."
"This is a huge cut. There's no way to
make it unfelt," said Ronald F . VanSteeland,
vice president for Finance and Administration.
"We have nearly $4 million in maintenance
and repair projects that need to be accomplished in the next few years. They include
building retrofitting, HY AC repair and
replacement, power plant updating, roof
replacements and a variety of other maintenance and repair priorities. It is absolutely
essential that we continue to have state support
to maintain the integrity of our campus
facilities," VanSteeland said .
The administration is currently evaluating
various ways in which to cover the shortfall.
All options short of salary and CSSM
reductions are being considered.

Across Campus
GVSU Faculty, Alumnus
Featured in Art Exhibit
A computer art exhibition at the Muskegon
Museum of Art, sponsored in part by a grant
from GVSU, features Deanna Morse,
professor in the School of Communications,
and David Cook, a 1980 alumnus of Grand
Valley.

Continued on page 2

page~

Across Campus
Continued from page 1
Rosalyn Moskovitz, professor of art and
design, is the guest curatorof the show, titled
"Flux 90: New Visions in Computer Art."
"In curating this exhibition, I brought
together 14 artists who use the computer in
different ways to produce their art,"
Muskovitz said. "In reviewing their personal
statements about their art, I cannot help but
appreciate the ways in which they differ.
"Some rejoice in the specific marks left in
their work by this tool, while others prefer
that no reference remain of the medium that
they incorporated into their art."
The exhibit will run through August 19 at
the museum, which is located at 296 W.
Webster in Muskegon. Museum hours are
Tuesday through Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
and Saturday and Sunday, noon to 5 p.m.

Student Activities Office
Changes Name
The Student Activities Office has changed
its name to the Office of Student Life. This
change has been made to better reflect the
program offerings of the office and the role
it plays in student development.
Bob Stoll, director of the Office of Student
Life, said the mission statement for Student
Life is "to develop a diverse range of social,
recreational, education and cultural programs
through the advisement of student organizations, the coordination of the use of the
Kirkhof Center, and the enhancement of
opportunities for students to learn and develop
leadership and personal skills through
volunteerism and employment."

1-196 Closed Downtown
The Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) has informed the university that
a portion of westbound I-196 will be closed
for approximately two months beginning
July 9.
The 1-196 bridge over the Grand River and
U.S. 131 will be closed to westbound traffic,
as will the westbound on-ramps at Fuller,
College and Ionia. The northbound U.S. 131
off-ramp to westbound I-196 will also be
closed. Approximately $4.5 million worth
of bridge repairs and resurfacing will be
completed.
Those coming into downtown on westbound I-196 can take the Ottawa Avenue exit.
For more information on alternate routes,
contact MDOT at 451-3091.

Sarajevo Students Visit
GVSU is hosting 12 students and a vice
president from the University of Sarajevo,
Yugoslavia, during the month of July.
The students are studying a variety of
disciplines, including international law,
marketing, and mass media.
The vice
president, Slobodan Loga, is a neuropsychiatrist who is a professor at the College
pf Medicine and head of a psychiatric clinic
in Sarajevo.

Their visit to Grand Valley is part of
GVSU' s official exchange agreement with the

University of Sarajevo that has been active
since 1975. The students will attend facultysponsored lectures, English language lessons
and a variety of field trips.
Anyone interested in meeting or hosting
the visitors from Sarajevo should contact the
Office of International Studies, ext. 3898.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
Thomas Hendrix, professor of geology,
gave a presentation on the "National
Association of Geology Teachers (NAGT)United States Geology Survey (USGS)
Cooperative Summer Field Training Program"
to the American Association of State
Geologists at its annual meeting in Madison,
Wis. on June 10. State geological surveys are
using the NAGT-USGS co-op program as a
model for securing student summer interns.
Stephen Margulis, professor of facilities
management, represented the academic
perspective at a four-person roundtable on
facilities management.
The roundtable,
sponsored by the trade magazine, Modern
Office Technology, was held June 13 in
Chicago at the Merchandise Mart during the
NEOCON office furniture industry exposition.

James Sanford, professor of accounting
and taxation, and Walter Moore, associate
professor of accounting and taxation,
conducted a seminar titled "Review and
Compilation: Exposure to Litigation" at the
1990 West Michigan Accounting and Auditing
Symposium, held in Grand Rapids on June 14.

Job Openings

Retirement Open House Scheduled

Executive. Administrative and Professional
Telephone Business Manager, Academic
Services. $23 ,400-$39,100.
Program Coordinator II, Multi-Cultural
Center (part-time). $10,700-$17,500.
Clerical. Office and Technical
Secretary, Academic Resource Center. $7. 84$9. 09.
Secretary, Public Administration and Criminal
Justice. 24 Commerce Ave., downtown
Grand Rapids. $7.84-$9.09.
Maintenance. Grounds and Service
Custodian, Plant Services. $7.94.
Boiler Operator, Plant Services. $9.60.
For more information, call the Human
Resources Office, ext. 2215. Grand Valley
State University is an Equal Opportunity,
Affirmative Action employer.

Ronald VanSteeland , vice president for
Finance and Administration , has been
appointed to the Grand Rapids Downtown
Plan Working Committee. The Downtown
Development Authority has requested that the
committee determine the community's vision
of the future of downtown Grand Rapids and
to work toward that vision.

Coming Events
Faculty and staff are invited to a retirement
open house for Jane Hackbardt on Friday,
July 13, from 3 to 5 p.m. on the second floor
of the Eberhard Center.
Hackbardt is GVSU's contract program
manager. For more information , contact
Linda Backelant, ext. 6689.

Literacy Outreach
WGVU/WGVK-TV, channels 35 and 52,
will be broadcasting a 24-hour literacy
outreach project on September 22.
During the 24-hour period, various
programs about literacy will be aired, in
addition to a locally produced segment hosted
by Chuck Furman, WGVU/WGVK-TV
assistant general manager.
If anyone has ideas regarding the project,
please forward them to Carrie Corbin at ext.
6666.

